William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital
VA IACUC Policy #30-13

Policy for Visitors of the ARF

The ARF Supervisor must be notified of visitors prior to scheduled visits.
Purpose: The following policy is intended to ensure a minimally disruptive environment for resident animals, to protect the health of research animals, to protect the confidentiality and integrity of research, and to help in the accurate representation of policies and procedures.

Policy: Conditions under which access to animal facilities may be granted for visitors.

Visitors are defined as visiting scientists and collaborators, VA Medical Media, contractors, research sponsors as well as accrediting, auditing, and regulatory agencies.  Additional requirements extend to members of the media (see policy #27).
1. No one, including visitors, can enter the VA Animal Facility after visiting another animal facility without first showering and changing clothes. 
2. Visitors must sign-in at the visitors log while visiting. This requirement is waived for government inspectors, other regulators, or auditing agencies (e.g., AAALAC site visitors, IACUC members,). 

3. All visitors must abide by the ARF Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) pertaining to protective clothing (PPE). 

4. All visitors must be accompanied by PIs or designees, or by a qualified employee (e.g. facility manager, research animal veterinarian). 

Role of the Investigator

The PI must notifiy the ARF Supervisor so staff can be on hand while visitors are on premise.  The PI is also responsible for any training and confidentiality agreements prior to visitor entering ARF.  

Role of the Veterinary Staff and IACUC

The ARF animal care staff, ARF supervisor, and VMC must ensure the safety of all animals.  It is imperative that all staff watch for guests behaving in an inappropriate manner.  If any suspicious behavior is observed, it is imperative that the ARF Supervisor be notified.  In the event that she is not available, the IACUC Chair, VMC, A.O., or VA Police must be notified.
Questions:  Any questions on this policy should be directed to the A.O., 280-7007.

Effective Date: This policy was drafted and approved at the 1/09/13 IACUC meeting.

