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Introduction

Principal Investigators with dual appointments at the VA Hospital and UW may house their research animals at one institution while they receive funding through the other.  UW PIs without a VA appointment may house some of their animals at the VA animal facility upon a rental agreement.
PIs who plan to split their studies between the two institutions will need their protocols approved by both the VA IACUC (IACUC) and the appropriate AAALAC accredited UW ACUC (Animal Care and Use Committee). 

PIs should follow the guidelines below to determine to which Committee the PI must submit their Animal Protocols.  The UW's Formal Policy and the VA's Formal Policy on collaborative animal protocol reviews between the UW and VA are listed below under “IACUC Responsibilities and Conditions.”
Guidelines for PIs

VA-funded protocols with UW housing or procedures
If VA-funded protocols propose to house or conduct procedures in UW housing facilities, laboratories, or procedure rooms, the protocol MUST be reviewed and approved by both the VA IACUC and the appropriate UW ACUC before animal research can begin.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION:  The PI should submit his/her VA ACORP protocol to the VA IACUC Coordinator for VA IACUC review.  Once VA approval has been obtained, the VA IACUC Coordinator will submit the PI's protocol to the UW RARC for distribution to the appropriate UW ACUC for their review.  The PI will be contacted regarding the UW's review either through the UW RARC or the VA IACUC Coordinator.  Once UW ACUC approval has been obtained, the VA IACUC will administratively approve any changes that were made to the PI's protocol during the UW ACUC's review.  The IACUC will also ensure that any changes made to the protocol at the request of the UW ACUC are not contradictory to the VA-funded project and do not contain animal welfare concerns.
VA-Housed Protocols with PHS/NIH or UW Departmental Funding 

If VA-housed protocols are funded by PHS/NIH or UW departmental funding, they are first delegated for review by the VA IACUC.  Copies of the VA IACUC approval letters and the final approved protocol will be sent to the UW RARC by IACUC Coordinator.  The UW ACAPAC (All Campus Animal Care and Use Panel) chair and chief campus veterinarian will review the VA approved ACORP.  If either the UW ACAPAC chair or veterinarian has questions or concerns, the UW ACUC Coordinator will let the PI know and cc the VA IACUC coordinator on all communications until the protocol is approved.  If there are no concerns, the protocol will be approved by the relevant UW ACUC.  This is a more expedient review than sending the protocol to for full ACUC review. 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION:  The PI should submit his/her VA ACORP protocol to the VA IACUC Coordinator for VA IACUC review.  Once VA approval has been obtained, the VA IACUC Coordinator will submit the PI's protocol to the UW RARC for distribution by the RARC ACUC Coordinator.  Once UW Approval has been obtained, the VA IACUC will administratively approve any changes that were made to the PI's protocol during the UW ACUC review.

UW protocols with minor, surgical, and/or terminal animal procedures that last less than 12 hours in VA lab space (except the ARF), with NO VA housing and NO VA funding

·    UW protocols that propose minor procedures, surgeries, and/or terminal animal procedures in VA lab space may be submitted to the VA IACUC on the UW protocol form along with the VA Addendum form ONLY AFTER it has received review and approval from the appropriate UW ACUC.   

· INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION:  The PI should submit his/her UW protocol to the appropriate UW ACUC.  Once approval is received, the PI or ACUC Coordinator should submit his/her protocol on the UW form IN ADDITION to the VA Addendum form (contact IACUC Coordinator in VA Research Office).
IACUC Responsibilities and Conditions 
· All Campus ACUC policy # 2003-015 requirements

1. VA IACUC holds NIH (PHS) assurance

2. No animal based teaching or research shall take place at the VA until the UW Madison ACUC review and approval of the proposed protocol.

3. PI is responsible for immediately reporting any protocol violations or unexpected adverse events occurring at VA immediately to the Chair of the UW Animal Care and Use Committee and the VA IACUC.

4. UW Madison will not relinquish its right to conduct duplicative reviews if the particular ACUC has concerns or problems with VA protocols.

5. In cases where an investigator is conducting animal research at both the UW and VA and the research locations are described in the VA protocol, the UW ACUC may, at its discretion, accept the VA protocol for their review.

6. The VA IACUC office should submit the VA-approved protocol, change of protocol form if relevant, a comments form and approval memo to the RARC.

7. VA is registered with the USDA as a “Research Facility.”

· VA IACUC policy #18 requirements 

1. UW Madison ACUCs hold current AAALAC accreditation and NIH (PHS) assurance.

2. PIs with VA funding may not begin any proposed animal studies at the UW until both VA and UW approval has been obtained, in addition to the subcommittee on Research Safety at the UW and VA, and the VA Research & Development Committee.

3. PIs are responsible for immediately reporting any protocol violations or adverse events occurring at the UW to the VA IACUC Chair and Administrative Officer in the VA Research Office.

4. The IACUC reserves the right to conduct duplicative reviews when it has concerns or problems with UW housed protocols.

5. If major problems in the collaborative review process arise, the IACUC may vote to suspend the protocol.  In such a case, the PIs would once again need to submit their protocols for review at both institutions.  The protocol suspension would remain in place until problems are solved and the IACUC votes to lift the suspension of protocol.

Principal Investigator Responsibility:

· PIs are responsible for following the guidelines above regarding protocol submission instructions.

· PIs are responsible for ensuring that no proposed animal studies are performed until both UW and VA IACUCs have approved the protocol or change of protocol.  Proceeding with studies before approvals have been received from both the UW and VA is a protocol violation and must be reported immediately to both the VA Research Office and the UW RARC.

· PIs are responsible for immediately reporting any protocol violations or adverse events occurring at the VA or UW to the Administrative Officer in the VA Research Office and the UW RARC.

Questions:  Any questions on this policy should be directed to the VA Research Office, 280-7007.

References:  
The IACUC Handbook


2003-015 UW Policy entitled “Policy on Collaborative Research Projects, Sub-


grants, & Subcontracts Taking Place at Non-UW Madison Facilities”
Effective Date:  11/17/03; revised edition on 12/2/03; revised again at IACUC meeting on 07/11/05, 9/08/2008, 3/02/2009, 11/22/2010, 1/11/2011, & 9/12/12.

Page 1 of 3

